             Admission to State Nurseries  

State Nurseries





Private Nurseries





A state nursery class is a pre-school class attached to some primary schools. They provide early education and childcare to children usually aged between 3 and 5 years. They are normally open from 9am until 3.30pm and you may be offered 


either a morning or afternoon session.





Private day nurseries offer full day care and pre-schools offer part-time nursery education. Private nurseries which are registered to receive the free entitlement are inspected by Ofsted (Office for standards�in education).





Admissions into a state nursery are not usually managed by the Local Authority. You will need to contact the school directly. An application form together with information regarding the availability and offer of places will be provided. 


Application forms should be completed and sent directly back to the school nursery of your choice with the 


supporting documentation.





All Children aged three and four years old are entitled to 15 hours of nursery education funding per week for a maximum of 38 weeks a year (term time). Your child may access the funding from the school term after their third birthday until they start in reception class. Please refer to the nursery education funding leaflet.





Applications are made directly at the school of your choice between the start of September and the end of February for the following September's admissions. 


As there is only one admission a year, priority will be given to 4 year olds and older 3 year olds.





Applications are made directly at the private nursery of your choice. Your provider will give you an early years entitlement declaration form for you to fill in, and they will claim the nursery education funding on your behalf from the local authority.





You will usually be notified around March if your child has been offered a nursery place and the session allocated. 


If you have not been offered a place, you 


can send your child to a private nursery 


and access the nursery education funding once your child is eligible. Your child can also remain on the waiting list at your chosen state nursery.





Please note that you will need to make a separate application for your child for a reception place in a maintained school – 


Please contact your local School Admissions service to do this





Timetable for applications to State School Nurseries
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